
 2019 Maryland All-State Jazz Band: UMBC 
 guest conductor Rick Hirsch   

 

Hi all, 
 
Here are a few things I want you to know ahead of time: 
 
Please do your best to prepare for this event 
. Please listen to the recordings many times (info below) 
. Please learn to play all of your parts. I will encourage you to play along with the recordings. 
. Drummer(s): play along with the recordings (by ear) as much as possible. 
. If you have a solo in your part, practice it a lot 
. If you don’t have a solo in your part, but would like to play one, practice it a lot 
 
The best musicians I know are the ones who are the most prepared for a gig—no matter how big or 
small the gig may seem. 
 
Recordings 
I have posted excellent recordings of our tunes on a hidden page on my website: 
 http://www.rickhirschjazz.com/honorband 
 
Improvised Solos 
If you’d like a chance to improvise—but do not have a solo in your part—don’t worry: we’ll fit you 
in. (More below). Conversely, a solo in your part could end up getting assigned to a different person 
in order to balance the program. Don’t let this stop you from preparing properly. 
 
Alto Players: You are both welcome to learn the solo part on Catch Me if You Can. Default soloist 
will be alto 1, but I’d like to give alto 2 an opportunity to try, too (if prepared & interested). 
 
Tenor Players: I’d like both of you to learn the solo parts on Metroliner and Catch Me if You Can.  
Default soloist will be tenor 1, but I’d like to give tenor 2 an opportunity to try, too (if prepared & 
interested). 
 
Sax players: If you are a comfortable doubler, feel free to bring your double(s) along. 
 
Trumpets: I’d like as many of you as are interested to learn the solo part on I Promise. 
 
Bass Trombone & Bari Sax: I’d like both of you to learn the solo & section parts on Strut. 
 
Trumpets & Trombones: Bring necessary mutes, flugels 
 
Bass: Please bring upright and electric, if you play them both. 
 
Guitar: Please bring hollow body & solid body, if you play both. Also, please bring your effects 
pedals & other goodies. 
 
 
Many thanks, and I look forward to meeting you. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

http://www.rickhirschjazz.com/honorband

